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Theatre I/II/III/IV
Mr. Eldredge

During the course of the year, you will be responsible for seeing TWO live play performances. These must be plays (musical theatre okay). No dance, opera, concerts, or improv comedy. You may critique professional, community, collegiate, or high school theatre, but no middle or elementary school performances. The plays you critique may be the productions here at Whitney High. If you are in this production, you may write a reflection on your experiences working on a play from the inside.

After viewing the play performance, you will be responsible for a written critique.

Remember the following:

-Take a notepad to your performance. Write notes as you view it.

-Always be a courteous and respectful audience member. You are a representative of our high school.

-Hold on to your play program. It will be extremely useful for remembering important information, such as character names.

WRITTEN CRITIQUE:
Begin working around one question: Was the performance successful? Your critique should unfold in answer to this fundamental question. If you choose, you MAY consider the following when determining the success of the play performance: 
1) Entertainment value. Was the play enjoyable? What made it so?

2) Quality of the play. Great performers can bomb onstage by working on really poorly written play scripts. Was the play well written? Did it flow? Could you perceive the author’s intent when writing the play? What was the central theme?

3) Play direction. Could you detect the director’s influence on the performance? Did the director have an unusual ‘take’ on the play? Was the director successful in pulling the performance together, and delivering a strong message?

4) Performers. Did the actors perform well? Did any actors stick out? How did they make the performance more/less enjoyable? 

5) Technical elements. Did the set, lights, sound, costumes, and makeup help or hinder the performance. How so?

Your critique must be titled in accordance to your opinion of the performance. Do not simply title your paper ‘Play Critique’ or ‘Romeo and Juliet’. For example, ‘Talented Duo Delivers Outstanding Romeo and Juliet’ would be acceptable. 
Paper must be two pages in length, typed in 12 point font, with 1.5 line spacing. You MUST staple your ticket stub to the paper to receive credit.

Grading: Play critique is worth 20 points.
Deadlines: First critique due the last day of the first semester. Second critique due by the end of the second semester.
